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The MEND Treatment program was initially focussed on passive systems development and about
$1 million, as shown in Table 1, was spent on passive treatment projects. With the results of
these projects and the results of extensive work in the United States on passive systems, it was
determined that no additional work could be justified. Passive treatment methods have "niche"
applications only in Canada.

The focus of the Treatment committee was switched to chemical treatment systems, principally
lime treatment. Of some concern in some areas is the long term stability of lime treatment
sludges and the retention of precipitated metals in these sludges. Both selective precipitation and

ion exchange were examined in laboratory-scale tests for heavy metals removal complete acid

neutralization with lime. Both methods were technically successful but the economics were
unattractive so additional work on a pilot scale was not undertaken.

The final projects (1995-1997), as shown in Table 3, will include a small "New Ideas" project
on sulphide passivation and a two projects on lime sludge disposal.

In summary MEND concludes that passive treatment will see limited use in Canada and lime
treatment will be the method used at most mine sites to treat acidic waters. Sludge stabilization
and disposal are the remaining issues requiring further work.
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