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Presentation Focus
 Create awareness regarding Tahltan values and how 

Tahltan work towards principles to be considered and 
applied that will ensure these values are identified 
and protected,

 Identify opportunities to create certainty in decision 
making and planning processes that support Tahltan 
knowledge and the Tahltan “way of life”
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Presentation Overview 
 Tahltan Nation

 Values
 Water

 Mining
 Mining History
 Mining Plan

 Projects
 THREAT
 Principles
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 5,000 registered 
Tahltan members

 93,500 sq km 
(approx. 11.4% of 
BC)

 Three 
communities:
o Dease Lake
o Telegraph Creek
o Iskut

 Members across 
BC, in Whitehorse, 
Alberta, U.S.
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Values
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Cultural values are difficult to define as there are unique to each First Nations.  Cultural values in essence define who we are as people and so it is very important to us that we protect them so that we do not lose our own identity.
What I have shown here in these images are values which include:
Practicing our subsistence rights
Heritage Resources:  evidence of our use
Elders and keepers of our traditional knowledge
The land
Our children
Fish
Wildlife
These values are not only unique to each nation but can also be unique to areas within a First Nation’s traditional territory
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I just wanted to conclude by saying that while working in the three Tahltan communities I gained knowledge of our consultation process and policies and recognize the Tahltan peoples need for more adequate consultation with resource industries. The progress that THREAT has made over the past few years in addressing and incorporating Tahltan interests and values into resource development projects.  I hope that my thesis will be a document that the Tahltan find trustworthy and useful and might possibly be the start of something we can build on. Thank you. 
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• Obsidian Mining – Mount Edziza
• 1861 – 1862 Stikine River Gold Rush
• 1863:  Gold Mining and “Buck’s Bar”
• 1869 Dease Lake Gold Rush
• 1987:  Resource development policy 

ratified for Tahltan Nation
• 1987:  Golden Bear Mine
• 1991: Snip Mine
• 1995: Eskay Creek Mine

Mining History
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Golden Bear Mine
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Eskay Creek Mine



Tahltan.org

 Examine and explain a project’s economic and legal 
aspects to the community.

 Fully assess the projects risks and benefits.
 Organize and budget for actions to mitigate 

risks.
 Determine through community consultation how 

project fits within Tahltan vision.
 Develop arrangements and institutions to assure 

that the project benefits all Tahltans.
 Develop a negotiations strategy.
 Develop formalized negotiation agreements.

Tahltan Mining Plan
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All mines in EA process/have certificate
Mt. Klappan Coal
Kutcho Creek
Schaft Creek
Red Chris 
Kerr Sulphurets Mitchell Project
Bronson Slope
Galore Creek
Shell Canada
Three mines that have already been in production and have now closed 
Snip Mine
Eskay Creek
Golden Bear
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 Advanced Mining Projects:
o Red Chris Mine (EA certificate 2005, permitting 2010/11, 

construction 2012) 
o Kutcho Creek 
o Schaft Creek
o Kerr Sulphurets Mitchell Project (EA application 2013)
o Galore Creek

 Northwest Transmission Line (EA certificate 2011)

 Independent Power Producer Projects:
o Forrest Kerr 
o McLymont
o Volcano 

Projects
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Tahltan Heritage Resources Environmental 

Assessment Team
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The members of the Tahltan Central Council acknowledge 
the role of THREAT is:

• to support the protection of Tahltan environmental, 
social, cultural, heritage and economic interests that 
may be affected by industrial action 

• to assess potential impacts from new and existing 
industrial development on Tahltan territory, 

• to identify options for avoiding or mitigating impacts and 
• to ensure that Tahltan people are meaningfully involved 

in permitting processes and project reviews.  

• THREAT is comprised of a team of community and 
technical experts and  reports to the Tahltan Nation 
through the Tahltan Central Council (TCC). 
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Government

Referrals

Projects

Working groups

Shared decision making

Industry

Environmental 
Assessments

Project planning

Environmental baseline 
reviews

Socio-cultural impact 
studies

Environmental 
Performance Committees

IBA negotiations -
environment

TCC

Policy development

Community relations

Best Management 
practices

Studies

Tahltan Nation 
Development Planning
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Education

Implementation Awareness Monitoring

Mitigation

Alternatives Treatment

Understanding Risks

Regulatory Ecological Aboriginal Rights

Investigation

Tahltan Knowledge Science Location
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“The survival of our land and water is at stake 
because of decisions being taken elsewhere.  
We need our knowledge to guide us as to 
how to save the planet for our children and 
grandchildren.”
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Thank you!

Questions?
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I like to end with this statement because it illustrates two very important points that you will often find in similar policies or statement from other First Nations:
We are not opposed to development.  We know that development does provide some economic surety required for our own development as a Nation
Development must occur under some agreement or certainty that ensures we have a say.  Like all First Nations, we believe that our knowledge in collaboration with western science can develop a sustainable project that protects our interests for generations to come.

Thanks
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